
 

    

Know the Risks: 
Poison Exposure 
Data Snapshot 

Data* reported from the American Association of Poison Control Centers’ National Poison Data System (2017)** 
* All data has been rounded to the nearest percentage point. 
** David D. Gummin, James B. Mowry, Daniel A. Spyker, Daniel E. Brooks, Krista M. Osterthaler & William Banner (2018): 2017 Annual Report of the American Association 

of Poison Control Centers’ National Poison Data System (NPDS): 35th Annual Report, Clinical Toxicology. 

Other Common Exposure Risks: 
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Products 
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& Stings 

Plants & 
Mushrooms 

Carbon 
Monoxide 

Household 
Products 

17% 
of exposures occur 
through the skin, 
eyes, and lungs. 

49% 
involve medications 
and pharmaceuticals. 

Nearly 1% unknown

83% 
of exposures 
involve swallowing 
a substance. 

OVER

poisonhelp.hrsa.gov 

4% 

6% 

7% 

 
 

http://poisonhelp.hrsa.gov


	
  

 
Workplace Safety  

Keeping the Workplace Poison-Free 
 
While most poison exposures occur in the home, the workplace has its own risks.  It is easy to take 
for granted dangers in the office, particularly when focused on getting a job done. Almost two 
percent of all poison exposures reported to poison centers occur in the workplace – putting 
workplaces a distant second to homes as sites where poison exposures occurred. 

What precautions should I take to stay safe at work? 

 Be careful when handling laser printer cartridges. A poison exposure can occur when laser 
printer cartridge resin or powder is spilled. Fumes, dust or ozone from the cartridges can be 
dangerous if inhaled. 

 Fluorescent light bulbs contain mercury, phosphorus, or other rare gases and should be 
handled and replaced by professionals. The same goes for energy-efficient compact 
fluorescent light bulbs, or CFL bulbs. 

 Beware of the lunchroom and office refrigerator. Foods stored in the company break or lunch 
room refrigerator can spoil, leaving the potential for food poisonings.  

 Office supplies such as keyboard cleaners, markers, glues or white-out are helpful job tools. 
But these products can be dangerous if misused or abused by inhalation, referred to as huffing 
or sniffing. Make sure these key office supplies are used for their intended purpose.  Read 
labels for all chemicals, cleaning and office supplies.   

 Use air fresheners in the bathrooms or other workplace cleaning supplies properly. Mixing or 
handling such products improperly can cause irritation to the skin, dizziness or breathing 
difficulties. 

 The same dangers present in the household are also a danger in the workplace. Read labels 
and use caution when taking over-the-counter or prescription medications, particular if high skill 
jobs require the handling of potentially dangerous equipment or instruments on the job. 

 Be wary of bugs. Fire ants can enter an office building through leaking windows or siding. To 
some, fire ants are just a nuisance, but to others the infestation can cause a bad reaction. The 
Brown Recluse spider, as well, can be found in old stored boxes or in unused files, old file 
cabinets or drawers and under unmoved furniture or old carpet. The brown recluse spider can 
do a massive amount of damage to the muscle and skin in a short period of time and needs 
aggressive and immediate care. The Black Widow spider is another spider that can be found in 
inconspicuous places.  This particular spider attacks the nervous system and can cause severe 
muscle pain.   

 
The Texas Poison Center Network serves the State of Texas to prevent poisoning. TPCN offers 
free and confidential services 24 hours a day, seven days a week. If you believe you’ve been 
exposed to a poison or have questions about a substance that may be poisonous, call 1-800-222-
1222 immediately.  


	Know the Risks: Poison Exposure Data Snapshot




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		HRSA Infographic 1.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 7



		Passed: 25



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Skipped		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Skipped		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Skipped		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Skipped		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Skipped		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Skipped		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

